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TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  1091 
RUE H Z J / HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION  COLLECTIVE 
INFO  RUEHB J / AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  0801 
RUEHLM/ AMEMBASSY  COLOMBO  3992 
RUEHKA/ AMEMBASSY  DHAKA  4012 
RUEHIL/ AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  6902 
RUE HBUL / AMEMBASSY  KABUL  2464 
RUE HKT / AMEMBAS S Y KATHMANDU  4661 
RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY  LONDON  8782 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY  MOSCOW  7221 
RUE HKO / AMEMBAS S Y TOKYO  2882 
RUEHCI / AMCONSUL  CALCUTTA  2285 
RUEHCG/AMCONSUL  CHENNAI  2131 
RUEHBI /AMCONSUL  MUMBAI  1361 
RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  9565 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC 
RUEIDN/DNI  WASHINGTON  DC 
RHHMUNA/CDR  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI 
RUE HGV/USMIS SION  GENEVA  1783 
RUCPDOC/DEPT  OF  COMMERCE  WASHDC 
RHHJJPI/PACOM  IDHS  HONOLULU  HI 
RHMFISS/HQ  USSOCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL 
RHMFISS/HQ  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHDC 
RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHDC 
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IQ.  (SBU)  Summary:  Local  press  recently  reported  that  Hindu 
activists  had  attacked  churches,  hospitals  and  schools 
associated  with  the  Emmanuel  Ministries  (EM)  in  Rajasthan, 
and  blocked  its  employees  from  entering  a hospital  and 
orphanage.  Embassy  contacts  in  Rajasthan  acknowledged  that 
Hindu  activists  had  entered  a school  run  by  EM  and  burned  an 
effigy  of  its  founder,  but  that  reports  of  a barricade  are 
false.  An  AmCit  volunteer  at  the  EM  hospital  in  Kota  told  us 
that  Hindu  chauvinist  groups  continue  to  harass  employees  of 
EM  and  that  he  remains  concerned  over  the  Rajasthan 
Government's  inadequate  action  to  protect  the  Ministry. 
Rajasthan  Chief  Minister  Raje  announced  in  the  state  assembly 
on  March  1 that  religious  persecution  would  not  be  tolerated 
in  the  state  and  a contact  in  the  state  government  told  us 
that  extra  police  had  been  sent  to  protect  EM  properties. 
Local  media  contacts  credit  this  intervention  with  preventing 
further  incidents.  Post  will  continue  to  follow  and  report 
on  the  situation.  End  Summary. 

12.  (U)  On  February  24,  The  Hindustan  Times  reported  that 

Hindu  activists  attacked  a school  run  by  EM  in  Kota, 

Rajasthan  and  burned  an  effigy  of  its  founder,  Bishop  M.A. 
Thomas  on  the  roof  of  the  building.  The  story  and  subsequent 
press  reports  of  attacks  on  other  Emmanuel  Ministries 
properties  and  harassment  of  its  employees  have  resulted  in 
the  Embassy  receiving  numerous  faxes  and  emails  from 
concerned  parties  in  the  United  States,  likely  due  to 
Emmanuel  Ministries ' connection  to  US-based  Hope  Givers 
International  (www.hopegivers.org) . 


1[3 . (SBU)  Post  continues  to  monitor  the  situation,  and  has 
reached  out  to  the  National  Human  Rights  Commission  (NHRC), 
Rajasthani  contacts  and  members  of  the  Rajasthan  government. 
NHRC  Joint  Secretary  Aruna  Sharma  told  us  that  the  commission 
immediately  dispatched  an  investigative  team  to  Kota  and  has 
discussed  the  situation  with  the  Rajasthan  state  government. 
She  stated  she  would  inform  us  of  the  teams'  findings. 

T_4 . (SBU)  An  AmCit  volunteer  currently  living  in  the  EM 
hospital  compound  on  the  outskirts  of  Kota  told  PolOff  on 
March  9 that,  while  he  does  not  feel  endangered,  he  remains 
concerned  that  Hindu  groups  continue  to  threaten  EM  members 
while  the  local  police  and  authorities  do  nothing.  The  AmCit 
noted  his  biggest  concern  is  that  the  Rajasthan  government 
has  frozen  the  assets  of  EM,  and  without  funding,  the 
children  in  the  EM-run  orphanages  will  not  be  fed.  He 
remarked  that  "caring  people  from  the  local  community"  are 
currently  filling  the  monetary  gap,  but  believes  this  support 
will  shortly  run  out.  He  remarked  that  in  the  last  two 
months,  local  Hindu  groups  have  been  waging  an  ongoing 
campaign  of  violence  and  intimidation  focused  on  EM. 

11_5 . (SBU)  Our  contact  in  the  Rajasthan  government  indicated 
he  was  aware  of  the  problem,  but  discounted  reports  that 
anyone  has  been  barricaded  out  of  any  EM  facilities.  (Note: 
Several  news  reports  stated  that  doctors  had  been  locked  out 
of  a EM  hospital  and  were  unable  to  treat  patients . End 
Note.)  The  Rajasthan  state  official  remarked  that  he  was 
upset  over  the  "false  propaganda"  and  reiterated  Rajasthan 
Chief  Minister  Vasundhara  Raje's  March  2 announcement  in  the 
state  assembly  that  religious  persecution  would  not  be 
tolerated  in  Rajasthan.  He  noted  that  extra  police  had  been 
sent  to  the  area  to  protect  EM  property. 
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11_6 . (SBU)  Media  contacts  based  in  Rajasthan  also  told  us  that 
no  siege  of  the  orphanage  had  occurred,  but  acknowledged  that 
an  attack  on  a EM  school  had  taken  place.  The  reporter  told 
us  that  Raje's  quick  action  ensured  that  no  further  incidents 
took  place.  He  concluded  that  Social  Welfare  and  Cooperative 
Development  Minister  Madan  Dilawar,  who  is  also  a local 
politician,  would  have  liked  to  close  down  the  mission  due  to 
a long-standing  "animosity"  towards  EM,  but  Raje's  stern 
warning  forbade  this. 

1[7 . (U)  Post  will  continue  to  monitor  the  situation  closely 

and  report  notable  developments. 

11.8 . (U)  Visit  New  Delhi's  Classified  Website: 

( http : //www. state . sgov. gov/p/ sa/newdelhi/ ) 

BLAKE 


